Early Childhood Music Program (ECMP)

The Concept

The Banner School’s Early Childhood Music Program allows small groups of children (maximum 8 per class) ages 18 months through 6 years to explore the world through imagination, movement and music. The environment is gently structured and stimulating. It encourages the development of the whole child at his or her own pace. It is a process, not a performance-oriented program. The mutual interest and joy of teacher and parents, along with age-appropriate and fun activities, draw each child into a musical learning experience. In doing so, the children succeed in making music. The enthusiasm and motivation created by the experience of making music helps each child internalize concepts that build a solid foundation for a lifetime of joyful music making. Like spoken language, musical language is learned best in early childhood. A child's first musical experience should blend easily into his or her familiar world of imagination, sound discovery and physical movement. 

Musikgarten® Family Music

These weekly 30-minute classes are for children ages 18 months through 3 ½ years with an accompanying adult.  There are four different semesters offered, one each fall and spring term, over a two-year period. These lessons serve to give children a broad-based musical experience incorporating singing, moving, listening and playing instruments. Such "play" teaches active listening; develops balance, control and coordination; encourages social interaction; and stimulates the imagination. Classes provide an enjoyable environment through which adults can become familiar with ways that music can become a wonderful part of the adult's and child's daily life. Both the class and home environment are integral parts of Musikgarten Family Music. No musical training on the part of the adult is required, only a deep and continuing interest in their child's development. Home materials for each semester include a CD; a parent's booklet with music and lyrics for songs, texts of rhymes and activities that will help develop each child's inborn ability to sing, move rhythmically and express him/herself musically. Home materials each semester also include one of the following: a scarf, two pairs of rhythm sticks, two jingle sticks or two finger cymbals.

Kindermusik® Imagine That!

These weekly 45-minute classes are for children ages 3 ½ through 5 years. Lessons begin with 30 minutes of teacher/student directed activities.  Parents/caregivers join the class for the last 15 minutes of each lesson. There are four different semesters offered, one each fall and spring term, over a two-year period.  Students may begin in either the fall or spring semester. The basis of this curriculum is the integration of music and imagination.  Pre-school-age children thrive on participatory, expressive learning and have a unique affinity to learn through pretend play. The weekly lessons provide an opportunity for singing and vocal development, movement, listening, and acquaintance with musical instruments, playing of simple instruments and exploring musical concepts through stories, dramatizations and games. Both the group lesson and the home environment are integral parts of Kindermusik Imagine That! No musical training on the part of the parents is required, only a deep and continuing interest in their child's development. Home materials for each semester include two picture books, two CD's, a family activity book and an instrument. These home materials are designed to help music activities become a natural and enjoyable part of daily living.

Kindermusik® for the Young Child

These weekly 60-minute classes are for children to begin in the fall of their kindergarten school year (semester one), or in the fall of their first grade school year (semester three).  Some age exceptions may be granted with the permission of the instructor. This curriculum consists of four progressive 15-week semesters, one each fall and spring term, over a two-year period. Each lesson includes one hour of teacher/student directed activities. Parents observe the last 10 minutes of 3 or 4 scheduled classes each semester.  Musical training includes listening, singing and ear training, ensemble playing, creative movement and acquaintance with musical instruments. The introduction of these concepts is accomplished through movement, stories, rhymes, dramatizations, guest performers and games. Children who participate in all four semesters of Kindermusik for the Young Child will develop a working knowledge of rhythm, notes and musical symbols. These students will also be introduced to the thrill of making music on their own glockenspiel, dulcimer and recorder. Both the group lesson and the home environment are integral parts of Kindermusik for the Young Child. No musical training on the part of the parents is required, only a deep and continuing interest in their child's development. Each week, Music-At-Home Cards will be distributed to parents that give suggestions and procedures for activities that will reinforce new concepts introduced in class. Materials distributed each semester include a Family Song Book, a Home Compact Disc, a folder for picture and drawing pages and a games bag with manipulatives for activities. A sturdy carrying bag, rhythm sticks and a finely tuned soprano glockenspiel are distributed in semester one. During semester three, the dulcimer is distributed and during semester four, the recorder.

About the Instructor

Early childhood music classes are directed and instructed by Mary Louise Natoli.  A mother of two, she has taught students at all stages of musical development for more than 30 years.  Ms. Natoli has taught music at the elementary level in Baltimore City and Baltimore County Public Schools and has also taught music to preschoolers at Chautauqua Institution’s Children’s School.  She is a former faculty member, music program coordinator, and co-founder of the Frederick Community College Music Division.  In 1986 Ms. Natoli became a faculty member of the Hood College Music Department.  From the fall of 1988 through the spring of 2009 Ms. Natoli taught early childhood music classes in the Preparatory Music Division of Hood College.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from The College of Notre Dame of Maryland where she majored in piano performance and music education. Further study includes courses at The Peabody Conservatory of The Johns Hopkins University and Westminster Choir College of Rider University. She has studied with the authors of both the Musikgarten and Kindermusik curricula, Linda Swears and Dr. Lorna Heyge.  Ms. Natoli is a member of the Early Childhood Music and Movement Association.

