Biography of Banner School Founder Elinor Miller

I was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1930. Mother saw that I got off to a good start by enrolling me in a small private school which during the two years I spent there undoubtedly influenced my outlook on how to educate children. We had spelling bees, learned French, improved penmanship by copying famous sayings, and were surrounded in the lunchroom by historic scenes. 
After graduating from college with a Bachelor's degree in social anthropology from Connecticut College, I met my first husband, married, had three children in the next five years, and settled for ten years in western Massachusetts. Here I began my teaching career. Despite having tutored students in algebra and geometry for many years, I never thought of myself as a teacher. However, once I realized how frequently I explained to my own children and their friends all sorts of things in which I, or they, had an interest, I decided to act on the public schools' desperate need for substitute teachers. My BA degree fulfilled the only requirement.
Before teaching my first class, I visited classrooms of different grades and in different schools. I noted how some managed a variety of child-home situations and instructional materials perfectly, while others didn't do as well. At times I wanted to speak up or shout, "Why don't you do this?" It took all my energy to keep those thoughts to myself.
As a substitute, I was introduced to many types of instructional material, some of which I really liked, while others, I felt missed the mark. I was distressed when lesson plans called for me to move on when I felt students weren't ready. Sometimes I risked censure by allowing students more time or depth of study on a particular topic. Although I didn't know it then, I had begun to develop my philosophy of education.
A few years later, we moved to Parkersburg, West Virginia, where I began to teach seventh and eighth grades in a K-12 private day and boarding school.  I no longer had to follow other teachers' plan books but could create my own.
During my years at this academy, I grew in the art of teaching and began the process of acquiring a Masters of Education degree in Curriculum and Instruction. I started creating my own teaching materials and enjoyed finding the best way to succeed with students who varied both in their academic abilities and their styles of learning  This is where I began my "If- only-I-had- a-school-of-my-own, I'd ..." notebook!
Shortly after moving to Frederick, Maryland, it seemed that the time had come. There was no other private independent school in the county.  I realized the time had come for me to put action where only talk had been for many years. I had arrived at the right time and the right place for me to start my own school!
